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Dear Colleague,
This month's NEARI News offers
another study about risk and
protective factors for adolescents
who have sexually abused. The
research confirms what we know:
we simply cannot use adult
research when we work with
teens AND we need more
research if we truly want to
conduct research-based
assessments on this population.
The authors of this study found
that one clear risk factor for
further abuse was having access
to children or other teens. Our
hope is that this study adds to
the body of existing research
which will ultimately lead to
answering the critical question
both professionals and the public
are asking: how can we help
prevent further sexual abuse by
teens or even children?

Risk and Protective Factors
  by Steven Bengis, David S. Prescott, and Joan Tabachnick
Question
What factors predict risk or protect against risk to reoffend in youth
who sexually abuse?
The Research
Spice, Viljoen, Latzman, Scalora, and Ullman followed a group of
193 male adolescents for 7.24 years after they left a residential sex
offender treatment program to determine the relationship between
risk and protective factors among youth who had abused sexually,
as well as those who committed non-sexual offenses.
The authors acknowledge a number of limitations, including that
only 16 of the 193 adolescents sexually re-offended, the relatively
short time frame of the study, the apparent effectiveness of the
treatment program, and the lack of information about possible risk
factors considered in other studies.

Even within the study's limitations, the findings suggest that
adolescents who abuse sexually and those who commit non-sexual
crimes both display risk factors for nonsexual re-offense. These
included prior nonsexual offending, age at first offense, and
delinquent peer groups. However, only one risk factor for sexual
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Implications for the Field
After 30 years of adolescent sexual-abuse research, this article
reminds professionals again of the limitations of the present
knowledge about risk and protective factors. This information is
necessary for all professionals grappling with the responsibility of
assessing the future risk of sexual re-offense and reporting
individualized findings to decision-makers.
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Illegal Images: Critical
Issues and Strategies for
Addressing Child
Pornography Use
   
by David L. Delmonico and
Elizabeth J. Griffin
Illegal Images provides helping
professionals (e.g., mental health
professionals, child advocates,
pastoral counselors, and
community supervision officers)
with information regarding the
key issues to be addressed when
working with anyone viewing
online child pornography. This
book answers critical questions
about the use of child
pornography and gives practical
solutions for working with these
individuals.
Paperback, 88 pages

As the NEARI Press newsletter has cautioned many times in the
past, clinicians working with teens still lack a sufficient research
basis for concluding that any individual youth will sexually abuse
again in the future. If clinicians working with teens are to avoid
repetition of the mistakes made early in the field's development,
advocating for and investing in additional adolescent risk and
protective factor research is critical given the significant
consequences to individual lives of each assessment. Support for
such research must become a central focus of every clinician's
work over the next five years, as both these young people and
community safety deserve no less.
  
Abstract
Literature on risk factors for recidivism among juveniles who have
sexually offended (JSOs) is limited. In addition, no studies have
been published concerning protective factors among this population.
The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship of risk
and protective factors to sexual and nonsexual recidivism among a
sample of 193 male JSOs (mean age = 15.26). Youths were
followed for an average of 7.24 years following discharge from a
residential sex offender treatment program. The risk factor
opportunities to reoffend, as coded based on the Estimate of Risk
of Adolescent Sexual Offense Recidivism, was associated with
sexual recidivism.
Several risk factors (e.g., prior offending; peer delinquency) were
associated with nonsexual recidivism. No protective factors
examined were associated with sexual recidivism, although strong
attachments and bonds as measured by the Structured Assessment
of Violence Risk in Youth was negatively related to nonsexual
recidivism.
These findings indicate that risk factors for nonsexual recidivism
may be consistent across both general adolescent offender
populations and JSOs, but that there may be distinct protective
factors that apply to sexual recidivism among JSOs. Results also
indicate important needs for further research on risk factors,
protective factors, and risk management strategies for JSOs.
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Questions/Feedback
Please email us at info@nearipress.org or call us at 413.540.0712,
x14 to let us know if you have a question or a topic you would like
us to cover.
If at any time you no longer want the e-newsletter, just let us know
and we will remove your name from our list.
We value your trust. We will not sell or give your contact
information to any other organization.

